
The regular meeting of the Putnam County Educational Service Center Governing Board was 
held on December 9th at which time the following business was conducted:  

 
 Approved board agenda and any addendums to agenda.  Approved to pay bills as 

presented and approved minutes from the previous meeting. 
 Financial Report was presented by Mr. Siebeneck.  
 Administrative Report – Dr. Osborn 

o The month of November was a month in which many of our staff members participated in parent-
teacher meetings, student report card preparation, and staff development opportunities. 

o At the OCALICON conference, we were able to meet with OCALI staff regarding further developing our 
comprehensive staff development program. The first step we immediately took was the enrollment of 
the first fifteen staff members in the Autism Center Applied Behavior Analysis Autism Certification 
Program. 

o Karen Maag and Tricia Boss continue to provide CPI training to Putnam County school staff. One of 
their latest trainings was provided in coordination with Marcie Osborn and the Putnam County ESC 
Early Discovery Preschool teachers and aides. 

o At the OCALI Conference in Columbus, Dr. Osborn was able to meet the United States Director of 
Education, Director of the Office of Special Education Programs, Ms. Laurie VanderPloeg. He was 
fortunate to be able to share details with Director VanderPloeg about the ESC’s Project MORE 
volunteer reading mentoring program. Ms. Vanderploeg commented that she recognized the significant 
positive benefits of reading mentoring programs. She asked Dr. Osborn to provide her with more 
information about Project MORE. 

o The Ohio Educational Service Center Association and their Executive Director, Craig Burford, are 
systematically meeting with state legislators regarding the historical and significant underfunding of 
Educational Service Centers. Dr. Osborn will join Director Burford in meeting with one state legislator 
later this week. 

o The ESC OTES prototype is working diligently on their implementation of the new OTES 
prototype.Members of the team are Gary Herman, Tonya Buss, Brittany McCrate, Melissa Basinger and 
Kelly Honigford. 

o Our special education coordinators are continuing to work on a high school transition program. 
o Currently, our ESC is serving 117 school-age students in our school-age special education program. 

Our student numbers in our classes continue to climb. 
o On November 27th, Dr. Osborn attended a regional presentation by the United States Secret Service 

regarding their latest research study regarding School Violence and Active Shooters. One of the key 
points of the presentation is that there is no one profile of an active shooter. Individuals in schools first 
need to be good listeners. Also, train staff and students to recognize individuals who appear and/or start 
to make threating comments. They reinforced the meaning of “If you see or hear something, say 
something! 

o We have received 11 applications for our assistant to the school psychologist position. We hope to start 
our interview process in the next two weeks. 

o We are scheduled for our school safety drill for both our ESC facility and our Annex building before 
January 1, 2020. 

o ESC facilities update on the maintenance of the HVAC. 
o Congratulations and Best Wishes to Deb Ruhe as she prepares to retire from the ESC on January 6, 

2020.  She has provided us with exemplary service and dedication to Putnam County students and 
families along with the ESC for twenty-three years. Thank you Deb, we wish you the best in your 
upcoming retirement! 

 Set the organizational meeting for 2020 on January 13, 2020 at 9:00 AM in the Putnam 
County Educational Service Center, with the regular monthly meeting immediately 
following. 

 Nominated Mr. Goecke to serve as President Pro-Tem for the 2020 organizational 
meeting.  

 Approved membership in Ohio School Board Association. 
 Approved the addendum to the substitute teacher list. 
 Approved the following employment and personnel actions: 

o Resignation:  Accept the resignation of Darlene Deatrick, MD Teacher, effective 
at the end of the 2019-2020 school year.  

o Retirement:  Accept resignation for retirement from Deb Ruhe, Administrative 
Assistant, effective January 6, 2020.  

 Approved Family and Children First Council’s 2020-2021 projected budget. 
 
The next meeting of the ESC Board is January 13, 2020 at 9:00 AM in the ESC Board Room 


